
1 . 8 0 0 . C H I L D R E N  •  W W W . P R E V E N T C H I L D A B U S E N C . O R G

f a l l  2 0 0 8

R eport card time can be full of stress. The most
important thing to remember is that report cards
are just one tool in the educational system.
Regular communication with your child’s teacher

is a much more valid and authentic measure of your child’s
school success. 
• Sit down with your child and look over the report card

together.
• Let your child tell you about their grades in their own

words.
• Find something positive to say even if you are

disappointed overall.
• Make sure you read the comments by the teachers. They

tell you more about your child than a letter or number
grade.

• Do not compare your child to other family members or
friends.

• If the grades are poor, make a plan to meet with your
child’s teacher(s) to discuss additional assignments or
tutoring. A poor report card is an opportunity to help your
child get back on track.

• Be sure you have realistic goals for improving grades. It is
very difficult to go from a failing grade to an A in one
semester.

• Reassure your child that they do not have to be perfect,
but that you are looking for them to do their best.

• Remember to tell your child you love them no matter
what grade they earned.

If you have questions or need help, please contact your
child’s teacher, school counselor, or principal.

Tips for Report Card Time
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